ara	A LIBERAL INTERLUDE
It was almost bound to be revived if and when a majority of the
nation took the view that the lords used their veto unfairly.
The eighteen months during which this measure was the main
care of the government were not uneventful in other ways. They
witnessed a swelling of the imperialist tide which had been rising
ever since the 1887 Jubilee- Cabinet ministers were divided
about it. At the outset in 1892 they were asked for a decision on
Uganda. By the Anglo-German Treaty of 1890 it had gone to
Great Britain, which devolved it on the British East Africa Com-
pany* But the company was now in financial straits, and the
question was whether the government would retain or abandon
the territory, Rosebery was for retention; Harcourt for aban-
donment. As a compromise Sir Gerald Portal was sent out to
advise. Eventually he reported in favour of retention, and in
1894 (after Rosebery had become prime minister) a British pro-
tectorate was declared.1
The pole-star of that period's imperialism was not, however,
in East Africa, but in South. Rhodes was the magnet which drew
men on. Since 1890 he had been premier of Cape Colony;
since 1889, when he obtained a charter for the British South
Africa Company, he had been its managing director and used it
to bring under the British flag vast territories of the Transvaal.
Kimberley's diamonds and the Rand's gold shed their glamour
round him. Shares in the Rand mines had become a leading
subject of speculation on the London Stock Exchange; 'Char-
tcreds5 followed in their wake* In October and November 1893
events occurred which impressed the public imagination still
further. South of the Zambesi the Chartered Company's terri-
tory comprised two main areas—Mashonaland and Matabele-
land* The former had been occupied and brought under white
administration; in the latter the warlike Matabeles, a dreaded
offshoot of the Zulus, were ruled by their own king, Lobengula,
After much friction the Company declared war on him, and in
two months a small force of mounted police under its civilian
administrator, Dr. Jameson, completely crushed the Matabelc
power and conquered the country. The campaign was really
little more than an early demonstration of the effect of machinc-
1 Sec Lord Lu#ard, 77w Story oftht Uganda Protectorate (1901). As Captain Lugard
he was the company's administrator in Uganda (1890-3), and (Sir Harry John-
ston, 77# Uganda ProUctoraU (1902), i. 333) 'effected very wonderful things with
very small r«aource*%

